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from Mr. Winant, the new American Ambassador, and the
committee did provide a forum for distinguished visitors from the
U.S.A. But the real aim of the committee was to bring about
direct contact between Parliament and Congress. It was felt that
if the elected representatives of the two English-speaking democracies
could occasionally get together, it would both bring-about better
understanding and closer co-operation.

It sounded such a sensible and obvious proposition that members
could not appreciate the slow progress made to achieve this most
desirable end. First, it was difficult for British Members of
Parliament either to get the visas to travel to the U.S.A., or the
necessary dollars. When the position did get easier, some of us
did visit Washington and sounded Congressmen on the idea.
We always received a friendly welcome and sympathetic hearing.
In fact, I was assured by a number of them that they would like
nothing better than to make direct personal contact with elected
representatives, independent of the executives. But there was
always some obstacle in the way: either feeling was running high,
or a particular issue made it inauspicious, or there was an election
either on or pending.

In 1944 we did persuade Mr. Speaker and the Lord Chancellor,
after much searching of heart, that the time was opportune to send
an invitation from the British Parliament to the Congress of the
U.S.A. to send representatives to London. I plead guilty to
playing a big part in persuading the authorities here that such an
invitation would be accepted. Every precaution was taken to
sound opinion at the Capitol whether such an invitation would
receive a favourable reception, and we were assured that it would
be welcomed.

The formalities were complied with, resolutions were moved
and carried unanimously in both the Commons and the Lords
and sent officially to the Speaker of the House of Representatives
and the Vice-president of the United States as Speaker of the
Senate, inviting both Houses to send representatives. The invitation
was acknowledged and sympathetically received, but it brought
no result. No one is more conscious of the difficulties than I am,
but whatever the right machinery might be to bring about the
desired result, I am convinced nothing would contribute more to
the well-being of mankind than direct contact between these two
great democracies, and this can best be achieved through their
elected representatives meeting at regular intervals* I shall have
more to say about America when I write about my official visit
in the summer of 1943.

Meanwhile, in spite of Great Britain in 1942 having the support
of two powerful allies in that year, there was considerable criticism